
176 Evidence of Coverage
Chapter 9. What to do if you have a problem or complaint  

(coverage decisions, appeals, complaints) 

Section 6.4 Step-by-step: How to ask for a coverage decision, including an 
exception 

Step 1: You ask us to make a coverage decision about the drug(s) or payment you need. 
If your health requires a quick response, you must ask us to make a “fast coverage 
decision." You cannot ask for a fast coverage decision if you are asking us to pay you 
back for a drug you already bought. 

What to do 
• Request the type of coverage decision you want. Start by calling, writing, or faxing us

to make your request. You, your representative, or your doctor (or other prescriber) can
do this. You can also access the coverage decision process through our website. For the
details, go to Chapter 2, Section 1 and look for the section called, How to contact us
when you are asking for a coverage decision about your Part D prescription drugs. Or if
you are asking us to pay you back for a drug, go to the section called, Where to send a
request that asks us to pay for our share of the cost for medical care or a drug you have
received.

• You or your doctor or someone else who is acting on your behalf can ask for a
coverage decision. Section 4 of this chapter tells how you can give written permission to
someone else to act as your representative. You can also have a lawyer act on your
behalf.

• If you want to ask us to pay you back for a drug, start by reading Chapter 7 of this
booklet: Asking us to pay our share of a bill you have received for covered medical
services or drugs. Chapter 7 describes the situations in which you may need to ask for
reimbursement. It also tells how to send us the paperwork that asks us to pay you back
for our share of the cost of a drug you have paid for.

• If you are requesting an exception, provide the “supporting statement." Your
doctor or other prescriber must give us the medical reasons for the drug exception you
are requesting. (We call this the “supporting statement.") Your doctor or other prescriber
can fax or mail the statement to us. Or your doctor or other prescriber can tell us on the
phone and follow up by faxing or mailing a written statement if necessary. See Sections
6.2 and 6.3 for more information about exception requests.

• We must accept any written request, including a request submitted on the CMS Model
Coverage Determination Request Form or on our plan’s form, which is available on our
website.

• You can submit a secure electronic request online by using the Medicare Coverage
Determination Form found at MediGold.com/Members/Resources/Forms. If you are
unable to complete the form, a prescriber or authorized representative can do so on your
behalf. On the form, simply fill in the required information and click submit. Your request
will be sent securely and directly to CVS Caremark.
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Legal Terms 

A “fast coverage decision” is called an 
“expedited coverage determination." 

If your health requires it, ask us to give you a “fast coverage decision” 

• When we give you our decision, we will use the “standard” deadlines unless we have
agreed to use the “fast” deadlines. A standard coverage decision means we will give you
an answer within 72 hours after we receive your doctor’s statement. A fast coverage
decision means we will answer within 24 hours after we receive your doctor’s statement.

• To get a fast coverage decision, you must meet two requirements:
o You can get a fast coverage decision only if you are asking for a drug you have

not yet received. (You cannot get a fast coverage decision if you are asking us to
pay you back for a drug you have already bought.)

o You can get a fast coverage decision only if using the standard deadlines could
cause serious harm to your health or hurt your ability to function.

• If your doctor or other prescriber tells us that your health requires a “fast
coverage decision," we will automatically agree to give you a fast coverage
decision.

• If you ask for a fast coverage decision on your own (without your doctor’s or other
prescriber’s support), we will decide whether your health requires that we give you a fast
coverage decision.

o If we decide that your medical condition does not meet the requirements for a
fast coverage decision, we will send you a letter that says so (and we will use the
standard deadlines instead).

o This letter will tell you that if your doctor or other prescriber asks for the fast
coverage decision, we will automatically give a fast coverage decision.

o The letter will also tell how you can file a complaint about our decision to give you
a standard coverage decision instead of the fast coverage decision you
requested. It tells how to file a “fast complaint," which means you would get our
answer to your complaint within 24 hours of receiving the complaint. (The
process for making a complaint is different from the process for coverage
decisions and appeals. For more information about the process for making
complaints, see Section 10 of this chapter.)

Step 2: We consider your request and we give you our answer. 

Deadlines for a “fast coverage decision” 
• If we are using the fast deadlines, we must give you our answer within 24 hours.

o Generally, this means within 24 hours after we receive your request. If you are
requesting an exception, we will give you our answer within 24 hours after we
receive your doctor’s statement supporting your request. We will give you our
answer sooner if your health requires us to.
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o If we do not meet this deadline, we are required to send your request on to Level
2 of the appeals process, where it will be reviewed by an independent outside
organization. Later in this section, we talk about this review organization and
explain what happens at Appeal Level 2.

• If our answer is yes to part or all of what you requested, we must provide the
coverage we have agreed to provide within 24 hours after we receive your request or
doctor’s statement supporting your request.

• If our answer is no to part or all of what you requested, we will send you a written
statement that explains why we said no. We will also tell you how to appeal.

Deadlines for a “standard coverage decision” about a drug you have not yet received 
• If we are using the standard deadlines, we must give you our answer within 72 hours.

o Generally, this means within 72 hours after we receive your request. If you are
requesting an exception, we will give you our answer within 72 hours after we
receive your doctor’s statement supporting your request. We will give you our
answer sooner if your health requires us to.

o If we do not meet this deadline, we are required to send your request on to Level
2 of the appeals process, where it will be reviewed by an independent
organization. Later in this section, we talk about this review organization and
explain what happens at Appeal Level 2.

• If our answer is yes to part or all of what you requested –
o If we approve your request for coverage, we must provide the coverage we

have agreed to provide within 72 hours after we receive your request or doctor’s
statement supporting your request.

• If our answer is no to part or all of what you requested, we will send you a written
statement that explains why we said no. We will also tell you how to appeal.

Deadlines for a “standard coverage decision” about payment for a drug you have 
already bought 

• We must give you our answer within 14 calendar days after we receive your request.

o If we do not meet this deadline, we are required to send your request on to Level
2 of the appeals process, where it will be reviewed by an independent
organization. Later in this section, we talk about this review organization and
explain what happens at Appeal Level 2.

• If our answer is yes to part or all of what you requested, we are also required to
make payment to you within 14 calendar days after we receive your request.

• If our answer is no to part or all of what you requested, we will send you a written
statement that explains why we said no. We will also tell you how to appeal.

Step 3: If we say no to your coverage request, you decide if you want to make an appeal. 

• If we say no, you have the right to request an appeal. Requesting an appeal means
asking us to reconsider – and possibly change – the decision we made.
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